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Applications for
Nebraska LEAD Class 42 are available!
prepared the men and women in agriculture in Nebraska to
meet the challenges of the future.”

The plaque inscription reads:
“Dr. Terry Hejny. . .Whose exceptional leadership and
unwavering commitment to excellence in programming has

Congratulations to Dr. Terry
Hejny who was honored with
the Outstanding International
Leadership Program Director
Award at the 2022 Annual
Meeting of International
Association of Programs for
Agricultural Leaders (IAPAL) in
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.

A Well Earned Accolade

WHO: Current NALC Members
WHAT: Election of Board of Directors
WHEN: Friday, March 17, 2023, 4:30-5:00 p.m.
WHERE: Nebraska East Campus Union
All current members of the NALC are invited to attend
the annual meeting of the NALC. In addition to other
applicable requirements for membership, current
members are those who have contributed at least $100
to NALC for the Nebraska LEAD Program. Membership
contributions must be received in the Nebraska LEAD
Program office between July 1, 2022, and March 1, 2023.

Notice of
Annual Meeting
Friday, March 17, 2023

Nebraska Agricultural Leadership
Council (NALC)

M. Eighmy Fellowship
Abby Lineweber of Beatrice has been selected as the M.
Eighmy Fellow for Nebraska LEAD Class 41. Through the M.
Eighmy Foundation LEAD Fellow Fund at the University of
Nebraska Foundation, the board of directors at the M. Eighmy
Foundation chose Abby to be the 2022 recipient of their M.
Eighmy Fellowship.
Before his death in 2000 at the age of 91, Mervin R. Eighmy
established a foundation, which pledged steadfast support to
Nebraska agriculture, youth, and education.
Today, the philanthropic plan laid out by Mr. Eighmy, a Custer
County ranch owner, animal scientist, and president of Gooch
Feed Mill, is to become longtime benefactors of the University of
Nebraska and its students. This includes support for the Mervin
Eighmy Agricultural Scholarship, the Eighmy Farm Management
Fund, and the Nebraska LEAD Program and with more with gifts
made to the University of Nebraska in the future.
Gudmundsen LEAD Program Excellence Fellowship
Blake Wohlers of Scottsbluff continues in his second year as the
Gudmundsen Fellow for Nebraska LEAD Class 40. Pete and Abbie
Gudmundsen had ranched near Whitman, Nebraska, prior to
retiring to Arizona in the early 1980s. Their strong support of the
University of Nebraska can be seen in a variety of scholarships,
programs, and projects funded during the past 30 years.

Nebraska Agricultural Leadership Council

The application deadline is June 15, 2023.
Seminars begin fall 2023.

Blezek Memorial Fellowship
Jon Lechtenberg of Imperial has been selected as the very first
Dr. Allen G. Blezek Memorial Fellow for Nebraska LEAD Class 41.
The Nebraska LEAD Alumni Association and the Nebraska Agricultural Leadership Council/Nebraska LEAD Program established the
Dr. Allen G. Blezek Memorial Fellowship Fund at the University of
Nebraska Foundation to honor the memory of Dr. Blezek, the longtime Director of the Nebraska LEAD Program. Dr. Blezek served as
the Director of the Nebraska LEAD Program for 23 years and upon
his retirement in August of 2007 became director emeritus of the
Nebraska LEAD Program.

After retiring from ranching in the 1970s, the Gudmundsens
donated their ranch to NU Foundation for use by IANR. The
Rafter C Ranch became the Gudmundsen Sandhills Laboratory
and now serves as a 12,800 acre research and educational
facility.
Blake is the thirteenth Nebraska LEAD Program participant to be
designated as a Gudmundsen Fellow.
Neal E. and Leone S. Harlan Fellowship
Luke Zangger of North Loup has been selected as the Neal
and Leone Harlan Fellow for Nebraska LEAD Class 41. Through
their Neal E. and Leone S. Harlan LEAD Program Excellence Fund
at the University of Nebraska Foundation, Mrs. Harlan chose
Luke to be the 2022 recipient of their Harlan Fellowship.
The Harlans have taken an active interest in supporting
agriculture and law programs at this University. Their
contributions include the Harlan Vice Chancellorship in the
Institute of Agriculture & Natural Resources, the Neal Harlan
Professorship of Agribusiness, the College of Agriculture &
Natural Resources Scholarship Program, and the Judge Harry A.
Spencer Professorship of Law which honors Lee’s father, a former
Nebraska Supreme Court Justice.
Frank & Shirley Sibert LEAD Fellowship
Anna Shadbolt of Gordon has been selected to be the Frank
and Shirley Sibert Fellow for Nebraska LEAD Class 41. Through
their Frank and Shirley Sibert LEAD Program Excellence Fund at
the University of Nebraska Foundation, Mr. Sibert chose Anna to
be the 2022 recipient of their Sibert Fellowship. Frank and Shirley
Sibert graduated from Red Cloud High School. In addition, both
graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln: Frank with a
degree in Animal Science and Shirley with a degree in Music and
Elementary education.
Through all of their married life, which was over 65 years, they
volunteered countless hours and provided significant funding
in support of the Nebraska LEAD Program, the University of
Nebraska, and Nebraska agriculture. Shirley passed away in July
of 2018. Anna is the thirteenth Sibert Fellow.
Warner Fellowship
Lance Pachta LEAD Class 41 of Hebron has been selected as
the very first Jerry and Naomi Warner Fellow. Through their Jerry
A. and Naomi I. Warner LEAD Program Excellence Fund at the
University of Nebraska Foundation, the Warners chose Lance to
be the recipient of the 2022 recipient of their Warner Fellowship.
Jerry and Naomi received their undergraduate degrees from
UNL: Jerry in Agricultural Education and Naomi in Family &
Consumer Science Education. Naomi also earned both a Masters
and Ph.D. from UNL in Adult Education. Although neither Jerry
nor Naomi had the opportunity to be a LEAD Fellow, they are
strong supporters of what the Nebraska LEAD Program offers
and the developmental impact it has on those who participate
Since retiring - Jerry from Farmers National and Naomi from
education, they have traveled extensively and enjoy winters in
Arizona.

University of Nebraska–Lincoln
Nebraska LEAD Program
104 Ag Com Bldg
PO Box 830940
Lincoln, NE 68583-0940

Contact Irene in the LEAD office now for an
application at 402-472-6810 or imalzer2@unl.edu.

Dr. Allen G. & Kay L. Blezek LEAD Fellowship
Rachel Prosser of Lincoln continues her second year as the
Allen G. and Kay L. Blezek Fellow for Nebraska LEAD Class
40. Dr. Allen G. Blezek, who was well known by many in the
agriculture education profession, entered into rest on July
6, 2020. He and his wife, Kay, will continue to support the
Nebraska LEAD Program through a very generous contribution
that established the Dr. Allen G. and Kay L. Blezek Endowment
Fund for Leadership Development at the Nebraska Community
Foundation.
Dr. Blezek grew up on the family farm near Randolph, Iowa. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in agricultural education from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and taught agriculture education
in Iowa before returning to Nebraska to earn his masters
and Ph.D. degrees from UNL. He was a UNL professor and
department head emeritus for the Department of Agricultural
Education, Leadership Education, and Communication.
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The LEAD Review
Director's Update
By Dr. Terry Hejny, Director
Nebraska LEAD Program

Why study history? For many of our LEAD classes, this question is posed to them when visiting
the Gettysburg National Military Park by my good friend, Terry Fox. Terry then adds, “Those who
fail to study history are doomed to repeat it.” This phrase was actually introduced to the masses
by Winston Churchill. Don’t know who Winston Churchill is – then study history. Anyway, the
chronicle of historical events teaches us - bit by bit, by bit - about civilization, human nature, and
its consequences. Imagine two men or two women after a centuries-long journey in time: One was
asleep all the time; the other awake. The latter witnessed every triumph and calamity, learned
where beauty flowered and where it died, watched the greatest and most inglorious fights of good
against evil. Which would you choose as a leader? As a friend? As a LEAD classmate? Which would
you rather be, the man or woman who saw everything or the man or woman who saw nothing?
Your answers to these questions shows why you should study history.
We are pleased to introduce you to the members of Nebraska LEAD Group 41 (see insert) who
represent our 42nd year of operations (remember our “pause” year?). This means that we now
have over 1,200 individuals who are either in the program or who have completed our program.
We are confident that we have selected another diverse group of aspiring leaders and we look
forward to working with them in the coming months.
Since the Thanksgiving holiday will soon be here, allow me to say thank you to the people and
organizations that make our leadership program possible. Thank you to the members of the
Nebraska Agricultural Leadership Council and its Board of Directors and the members of the
Nebraska LEAD Alumni Association and its Board of Directors. These are working boards who
keep our program on the front edge of leadership development through their diligent efforts on
committees and at board meetings. Thank you to Vice Chancellor Mike Boehm and the Institute
of Agriculture & Natural Resources for their continued support of our program. In addition, we
are thankful for support of the many public and private higher education institutions that host the
LEAD Fellows on their campuses each year.
Clearly, our flagship two-year leadership program would not be possible without funding. There is
no one major donor writing a big check. Rather, there are over 150 businesses and organizations
and over 325 individuals and alumni who make this program possible. They are investing in the
future of agriculture in Nebraska. They share our vision. We thank you for your investment.
As stewards of these investments, we make sure that the vast majority of our funding is used for
educational purposes. We are a lean organization with three employees. Thank you to Shana and
Irene for your dedication and hard work.
In closing, to all who have played a role in the success of our program, thank you! As always, I will
do everything within my power to continue the strong tradition that you have come
to expect. Thank you for allowing me the honor and privilege to serve as the director
of the Nebraska LEAD Program.
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Meet Our New Board Members

A Message From the Chair of the Board

I

entered the UNL East Campus Union in September of
1981, with my spouse, Beverly, with great anticipation
and a healthy amount of anxiety, as a member of the first
LEAD class. As the seminars passed and the national and
international travel experiences were in the past, I engaged
in thinking about my role after the formal LEAD Program? It
did not play out as I initially anticipated, but it did “play out”
in what I consider a beneficial way. It is my belief that the
experiences: visual, class presentations, conversations with
other Fellows and presenters, along with the many “wow,
that’s not the norm in my current life” moments, helped
develop me into a more balanced person than when I entered
the program.
The ingredients of our successful program contains visionaries,
compromise, unrelenting optimism and drive, quality direction
(program directors), massive support (both time volunteered
and funding), quality administrative support staff, quality

Recruitment Motto
Gerald Clausen (LEAD I)

applicants, supportive families of
participants, broad vocal support, and
a laundry list of other pertinent items.
Something like our built in motto: Leadership, Education,
Action and Development — LEAD.
I want to thank the current, past, and future donors of funds,
leadership sharing from your perspectives, recruitment of
applicants, “atta way” to participants and sponsors, and the
vast number of unique ways to say. “Way to go Nebraska
Leadership efforts.”
Through your efforts our Nebraska LEAD Program will
continue to support and address the important needs and
issues of Nebraska (many times yet to be defined). From the
NALC Board, THANK YOU.

Dr. James T. Horner
LEAD’s First Director Passes

J

ames Truman Horner was born dirt-poor on a small
family cotton farm near Hornersville, Missouri, on July
14, 1928, and passed away on July 12, 2022, in Naples
Florida. He excelled academically, militarily, and in leadership
roles. He earned his undergraduate, masters, and doctoral
degrees at the University of Missouri and launched his military
career through ROTC (U. S. Army). He served in the Korean
Conflict, and thereafter maintained his service stateside in the
National Guard—eventually retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel
Dr. James Horner (Front/Center) with LEAD I.
and serving as Commander of the 67th Support Battalion.
Dr. Horner came to the University of Nebraska in 1959. During his time as a faculty member in the Department of
Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communication, formerly the Department of Agricultural Education, he served in
positions of responsibility in teaching, research, and extension. Dr. Horner was a teacher educator and worked extensively
with student teachers and teachers across Nebraska. Dr. Horner served as Department Head of the old “Ag-Ed Department”
for many years. He was active in the formation of the Nebraska Vocational Agriculture Foundation and held many
organizational offices within the University as well as professional organizations at the local, state, and national levels related
to his work.
In the early 1980s, Dr. Horner took on the responsibility of organizing the Nebraska LEAD Program and served as the
“Founding Director.” Dr. Horner’s organizational and leadership skills served him well and, under his direction, the program
got off the ground and has become one of the top programs of its kind in our country
today. During the 2019 LEAD Banquet, Dr. Horner shared, “When people ask me
what I am most proud of in my career, I say LEAD.”
After some 35 years on the faculty, Jim took early retirement in1994. Then, taking
advantage of a strong economy, bought a motor home and travelled to most of the
United States — even Alaska twice. They visited most countries in Europe and spent
the winters in Florida. In 2000, Dr. Horner and his wife Connie sold their home in
Lincoln and moved permanently to Naples, Florida. Following his retirement from the
University, he continued to serve his community on numerous boards and committees
through the years, including education, county fire district advisory panels, homeowners associations, and his church (he was an usher into his nineties). He continued
to serve others because of his unbiased and intelligent caring for all people.
Dr. Horner was a true servant leader.

Dr. James & Connie Horner (lft) Dennis Nun
2019 Friend of LEAD Award

L

Shana Gerdes

ast spring I drove home to Minnesota
to celebrate my youngest nephew’s
graduation from high school and see
most of my sibs. On the tedious solo drive up and back I was
listening to podcasts from the Moth Radio Hour and Radio Lab.
During one episode of the Moth, the storyteller stated, “You are
the leader you are waiting for.” And I thought, that’s exactly
what our LEAD Program has been telling people for over 40
years! I realize, by in large, I’m preaching to the choir in terms
of who reads this newsletter – most of you are either alumni or
individuals who have expressed interest in becoming a LEAD
Fellow. You know you are the leader you have been waiting for
even if you didn’t think of it in those terms. However, I see this
as a way to enlist future applicants. Speak to those in your ag
community in whom you see leadership potential and talk to
them about being the leader they want for their industry and
community. Encourage them to become the leader they have
been waiting for!

Banquet 2023
NALC members: mark your calendars for the
Annual Recognition Banquet honoring LEAD 40
in the Nebraska East Campus Union, Great Plains Room.
March 17, 2023 5:30 p.m. Social 6:30 p.m. Dinner

LEAD XI
We are holding a 30 year Reception in your honor before
the Banquet on March 17, 2023. Watch your mailbox for
your invitation soon!

We hope to see you there!

A Seat at the Table

B

Irene Malzer

eing a baseball fan who cheers for the
Boston Red Sox but lives in the Midwest
means each summer I travel down
to Kansas City and watch a couple of games at beautiful
Kaufman Stadium. Each game they honor individuals who have
impacted their community by awarding them the “Buck O’Neil
Legacy Seat.” We clap and they humbly wave and smile as the
announcer describes the specific influence these folks have had
on the greater KC area.
Buck O’Neil was instrumental in establishing the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum located in the historic 18th & Vine,
Kansas City Jazz District. Buck is called a “leader of men” by
current museum president, Bob Kendrick. Bob says the NLBM
is, “The house that Buck built,” and is an example of his tireless
leadership. We heard the stories of the teams that were
formed out of the ashes of segregation. Since they were not
allowed to play in the Major Leagues, they started “a league of
their own.”
In Buck’s later years, he fought hard for these forgotten players
to be inducted into the Major League Baseball Hall of Fame
posthumously. Buck was there to represent these 17 players
with a passionate speech knowing he fell one vote short
himself. Leadership is sometimes being a voice for others,
paving the way and humbly working twice as hard to prove
that we ALL deserve a seat at the table.

Support Our LEAD Program
Become a member of the NALC
with a donation of $100 or more to your
Nebraska LEAD Program!
Remit to: LEAD, PO Box 830940, Lincoln, NE 68583

Congratulations and Condolences
LEAD Congratulations: Zack (LEAD 39) and Taylor Jenner on the birth of their daughter, Drew Elizabeth on May 26, 2022;
Logan (LEAD 40) and Katie Sheets on the birth of their daughter, Ava Kate on May 28, 2022; Andy (LEAD 35) and Becky
Jobman on the birth of their son, Jackson Pete on June 6, 2022; Doran (LEAD 38) and Molly Johnson on the birth of their
son, Crew Brian on June 10, 2022; Ross (LEAD 37) and Shantel Daake on the birth of their son, Carver James on June 17,
2022; and Jason (LEAD 37) and Alisa Keiser on the birth of their daughter, Madelyn Joy on August 8, 2022.
Additionally, we congratulate: Craig Davidson (LEAD 39) and Emily Pattison on their marriage - May 14, 2022; Timothy
Hashman (LEAD 40) and Sarah Boysen on their marriage - August 27, 2022; and Brian (LEAD XXVIII) and Denise Brown
on their marriage - September 6, 2022.
The Nebraska LEAD Program mourns the loss of and wishes to express our sympathy to the family of Dr. James T. Horner who
passed away on July 12, 2022. Dr. Horner was the founding director of the Nebraska LEAD Program.
We also mourn the loss of and wish to express our sympathy to the families of the following LEAD alumni: Tim Lewandowski
(LEAD XXIX) who passed away on May 10, 2022; Dale Anderson (LEAD III) who passed away on May 18, 2022; and Scott
Nelson (LEAD 30) who passed away on August 2, 2022.
We also express our condolences to Dave Knorr (LEAD VI) and his family on the passing of his wife, Kay Sherburne Knorr; the
family of Steve Wallin (LEAD XXV) and his family on the passing of his wife, Charlotte; the family of David Messman (LEAD
XVII) and his family on the passing of his father; the family of Kevin Raun (LEAD XX) and his family on the passing of his
mother, and to the family of Tracy Behnken (LEAD XV) and her family on the passing of her mother.

K

evin Peterson is a farmer and livestock
producer from Osceola, NE. He was raised
on his family’s farm on Highway 92 west
of Osceola, and returned there to farm after
attending college.
Kevin graduated from Osceola High School and
attended Southeast Community College Beatrice where he
graduated with an Associate Degree in Diversified Ag Business
and Management in 1999.
Kevin is a member of many local and statewide organizations
including: AFAN, Ag Builders, Nebraska FFA Alumni, and
Osceola Masonic Lodge No. 65. He served on the Nebraska
Farm Bureau Board of Directors from 2007-2013 & 2018-2021.
He served on the Board of Directors for the Nebraska Pork
Producers Association from 2014-2019 and the Board for the
Nebraska Environmental Trust from 2014-2018.
Kevin and his wife Cassidy attend St Paul Lutheran Church in
Osceola and have three children; Caleb, Braylon, and Aubrey.

L

avon Heidemann grew up on his family’s
dairy farm and has loved being involved in
agriculture his entire life.
As a member of the Nebraska Legislature, he was
able to serve with many Nebraska LEAD Alumni.
It was through working and interacting with them,
he learned the intrinsic value of the program.

Lavon has been a state senator, lieutenant governor, and a
board member of Nebraska Cattleman. Currently, he works as
a farmer, county commissioner, and a consultant for Niocorp
Minerals.
He and his wife, Robin, enjoy spending time with their three
children and nine grandchildren. They currently reside in Elk
Creek, Nebraska.
Rural Nebraska and agriculture are two things Lavon has strongly
advocated for, and he is looking forward to serving as a member
of the NALC Board of Directors.

Nebraska Farm Bureau Scholarship Awardees
Since 2003, the Nebraska Farm Bureau Services, Inc., has
offered $1,000 scholarships to Nebraska LEAD Program
Fellows meeting certain criteria.
Please join us in congratulating the following LEAD Fellows
for being selected as this year’s Nebraska Farm Bureau
Scholarship recipients: LEAD 40 Dylan Haas of Saint Edward
and from LEAD 41 Kari Christensen of Arthur, and Jon
Lechtenberg of Imperial.
Scholarship applicants must be a current member of their
local Farm Bureau and have “Professional Producer” status.
Upon their completion of the LEAD Program, the scholarship
recipients must agree to serve in county Farm Bureau
leadership in one of the following capacities: officer, director,
committee member or committee chair; or on a state Farm
Bureau committee.

LEADing the Way
Kurtis Harms (LEAD 40) started a new position as marketing director with DNA Genetics/Pillen Family Farms. Boone McAfee
(LEAD 38) started a new position as sustainability program manager with Cargill. The USDA has announced the reappointment
of Bill Luckey (LEAD XVIII) to a second term on the National Pork Board (NPB). Luckey was elected to the NPB in 2019 and
began serving an additional three-year term in June of 2022. Molly Trausch (LEAD 39) started a new position as marketing &
event specialist with DNA Genetics/Pillen Family Farms. Paula Peterson (LEAD 38) was recognized by the Lancaster County
Farm Bureau for her efforts to support ag literacy at the Lancaster County Fair. Peterson’s “Fun at the Fair” exhibit, in its seventh
year, has reached thousands of all ages, telling agriculture’s story. Dan Duncan (LEAD VII) was honored by the Association of
University Research Parks (AURP) during the 2022 AURP International Conference in Toronto, Canada, as the recipient of the AURP
Career Achievement Award. Duncan is the Immediate Past President of AURP and Executive Director of the Nebraska Innovation
Campus (NIC) at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). He began his tenure with UNL in 1987 and moved into his current
position of executive director of the Nebraska Innovation Campus in 2011. Under Duncan’s leadership, the NIC has grown impactful
partnerships between UNL and private sector businesses. In 2021, the NIC delivered an overall economic impact of $454 million.
John Krohn (LEAD 39) was awarded the 2022 Outstanding Water Conservation Award the Annual NRD Conference Luncheon.
He was nominated by the Lower Loup NRD. Jim Bendfeldt (LEAD XIII) was inducted into the NRD Hall of Fame (Director
Category) for his service with the Central Platte NRD. He was honored at NRD Annual Conference Banquet. Aaron Weismann
(LEAD 38) started a new position with Farm Credit Services of America in North Platte. Deb VanMatre (LEAD XXIV) was elected
president of the Nebraska League of Municipalities. Deb is also the mayor of Gibbon.

Destination: Ecuador, Colombia & Panama - January 2023
Chadron State College was the site of the announcement to the group, for the destination for the Nebraska LEAD 40
International Study/Travel Seminar for Ecuador, Colombia, and Panama for January 2023. In making the announcement,
Program Director, Dr. Terry Hejny, stated that, “Ecuador, Colombia, and Panama were selected as special emphasis
was placed on the considerations of: safety and learning opportunities, as well as destinations of previous groups. The
16-day study/travel seminar will include the major cities of Guayaquil, Bogotá, Cali, and Panama City. Those familiar
with the program know of the intensity and opportunities for learning. While a good number of formal contacts have
been finalized, we will continue to tailor the international experience to fit our objectives.” The program last traveled to
Panama in 2011 when Nebraska LEAD Group XXIX visited Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama and in 2004 when LEAD
XXII visited Mexico, Panama, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua. This is the first time the program will be visiting Ecuador and
Colombia.

